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her father-in-law, where they live until the family
has built for him a cabin of his own. While they
are constructing it, he passes the whole day in the
chase to furnish food, which he gives to those who
are employed in this work.

The laws permit the Natchez to have as many
wives as they choose, nevertheiess the common
people generally have but one or two. This however
is not the case with the Chiefs, their number is
greater, because having the right to oblige the
people to cultivate their fields, without giving them
any wages, the number of their wives is no expense
to them.

The marriage of the Chiefs is made with less
ceremony. They content themselves with sending
to fetch the father of the girl whom they wish to
espouse, and they declare to him that they will
give her the rank of their wives. They do not fail
however, as soon as the marriage is consummated,
to make a present to the father and mother.
Although they have many wives, they keep but one
or two in their own cabins; the rest remain at the
houses of their parents, where they go to see them
when they wish.

At certain periods of the moon these Savages
never live with their wives. Jealousy has so little
place in their hearts, that many find no difficulty in
lending their wives to their friends. This indiffer-
ence to the conjugal union results from the liberty
they have of changing when it seems good to them,
-provided however that their wives have never borne
children to them, for if any have been born of the
marriage, nothing but death can separate them.

When this Nation sends out a detachment for war,



